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News

A Message from the Chairman

Writing an annual report for the
SWCD is just that, make one effort to
write an article and then send it in.
For the sake of making it more
interesting 1 always add in a few
personal observations and opinions.
Not that difficult of a task, but still
part of what I am encouraged by staff
to do as Chairman of the SWCD. My
notes for this past year should have
been a slam dunk, simply write about
the Pandemic and the effect on
agriculture and send the article in. I
will choose however, to take a
different path and share what stares at
me every day from my desk chair.

Two small slips of white paper, one
partially covering the other, stare at
me every day. And most days, their
presence does not even merit a glance.
The visible one has written on it,
“Deny, Defend, Delay, Duck”. The
second slip simply has a time on it,
1:42:37.

“Deny, Defend, Delay and Duck” first
came to my attention while listening to
a presentation relating to water quality
issues on the Mississippi River
Watershed. 1 will guess it was 5+
years ago, and the speaker was sharing
information on farm contributions to
the overall nutrient loads in the water.
The “4 D’s” were a pathway to having
no voice in what needed to be done to

help correct the problem. Deny the
problem existed, defend your current
position, delay doing anything to help
the situation, and duck when you do
not like an outcome. Those “4 D’s”
constantly remind me that it is better
to proactively plan than to defensibly
respond.

The prevailing environmental outlook
is one of a changing climate with
weather extremes of the type that we
did not experience 50 years ago. This
attitude did not develop overnight. In
fact, it has been growing for quite
some time. Also growing was the
belief that those of us who called
farming our profession would not be
drawn into changing our practices to
contribute to solutions. The most
visible ecosystem markets being talked
about, carbon and water quality to
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name two, were conceptual platforms that corporate
business could use as talking points to serve as their
contributions to climate change. What turned out to be
true was that most large businesses, even those serving
farmer interests, had also been developing long term
plans to meet environmental goals desired by the
public. The delay in revealing their plans was caused
by the incorrect political and public environment.

Very few of us could deny that the world view on
climate is now a part of our everyday life. Farming
especially is receiving a greater portion of this
attention as it controls one of the pieces needed for
change, land. The very conservation farming methods
that the SWCD has advocated for through the years are
now the same practices that ecosystem markets will
pay us to use to sequester carbon and improve water
quality. These markets are only at a beginning point.
My personal belief is that they undervalue greatly what
is needed to dramatically change farming styles, and
these markets lack innovative incentives to help
farmers initiate drastic changes.

My concern in this whole discussion is that if we
choose to do “nothing”, then change might be forced
upon the farming sector. If we scratch below the
surface of land ownership, we find institutional land
investors asking for regenerative scores on farm
practices, next generation private landowners
harboring different land values than their parents, and
sustainability certification for raw grain products.
Change is here, & the SWCD would like to help those
searching for avenues, and revenue, to initiate change.

Now, how about that time of 1:42:37. Before May of
2009, I hated the idea of running, knew I would never
run, and mostly thought those who enjoyed running
were slightly crazy. However, I did have one close
friend who excelled at running. The spring of 2009
was wet and [ was looking for a way to release some
tension, so I secretly ran. I did this at night without
telling anyone, for several weeks, because | was crazy.
And then, I did not stop. At the age of 42, I discovered
that I really enjoyed running. After several years I
found that what I really liked was racing, against
myself and against others. I eventually worked up to
running half marathons and found that this was what I
enjoyed, training for and running in a race just over 13
miles long. Every runner has goals, as every profession
should. Without goals to work towards, we will always
fail to reach our best. A broken foot eventually
sidetracked my ability for better long-term goals, but
1:42:37 helped me reach my immediate objective.

I am not sure that a direct parallel exists between
running and farming. However, if as a farm landowner
or operator, you find yourself considering conservation
practices that you never would have before, call the
SWCD. We are here to serve all in Kankakee County,
and can help make the path smoother and more
profitable.

Jeff O’Connor, District Chairman
ocfarms@gmail.com




Kankakee Farm Service Agency Report

Happy New Year from Shannon, Karen, Tracy, and
Amber at the Farm Service Agency.

What a year we are putting behind us! 2020 started
with a full run out of the gate finishing up the 2019
Market Facilitation Program and choosing a 2019 and
2020 ARC or PLC farm program election. Due to the
excessive moisture in 2019, many farmers had to
carefully consider the ARC-IC (Individual) program
for their farms in our counties. This took a lot of
learning, calculating, and evaluation on part of the
FSA staff and farmers.

March certainly came in like a lion with COVID-19,
and unfortunately, it didn’t go out like a lamb.
COVID-19 taught us to adapt, persevere, and work
like we never have done before. By the end of March,
employees and farmers found themselves learning
new skills. Offices were always open for business but
adapted to keep employees and customers safe.
Instead of face-to-face contact, we were conducting
more business by phone, mail, and email. One of the
great adaptions to come out of this is the use of BOX
and OneSpan. These programs allow FSA to send
customers their program documents securely through
email. Once received, they can be digitally signed
and emailed back without having to print the
document. Haven’t used BOX or OneSpan yet? Ask
us how!

So, let’s talk about what’s going on now. First, a
couple staffing changes and announcements for 2021.
We thank Gary Dupuis for his three years of service
on our County committee. Bruce Paarlberg will be
taking Gary’s place for the 2021-2024 term.
Welcome Bruce! In addition, Amber Schultz,
Program Technician, her husband Corey, and her son
Tanner welcomed their newest addition, Carter
Wayne born January 2, 2021. Everyone is doing well!
Be sure to congratulate Amber next time you see her!

Back to FSA programs. The Corona Virus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP) had two sign-ups
completed in 2020. CFAP 1 and CFAP 2. Both

programs are complete and payments have been
made.

In addition to CFAP1 and CFAP2, CRP had a signup
ongoing, as well as WHIP+. WHIP+ provided
benefits to producers who experienced a loss due to a
natural disaster in 2018 and 2019. Kankakee County
was eligible for 2019 due to a secretarial disaster
declaration. Although the request for a WHIP+
application deadline is past, FSA staff are still
diligently working on completing applications for
those who requested them. If you requested a WHIP+
application and have not received it yet, keep a
lookout for it in the mail or your email.

The most important program for our farmers to be
thinking about right now is their 2021 ARC-Co, ARC
-IC, of PLC election. In 2021, producers who are on a
farm have the opportunity to make a unanimous
decision to change the program election they made
for 2019 and 2020. This deadline is March 15,
2021. Although March 15 seems far away, producers
who fail to change their election by this deadline will
be defaulted to the program they elected in 2019. Due
to COVID, face-to-face producer meetings may be
unlikely this winter. Please check all resources,
including farmers.gov, to help you make a decision
before March 15, 2021.

Two additional programs are currently ongoing as
well. CRP general sign-up is from January 4-
February 12, 2021. The Quality Loss Adjustment
Program (QLA) is from January 4-March 5, 2021.

Any questions for FSA Farm Programs may be
directed to us at 815-937-8940 ext. 2

Here’s to a great 2021!

Shannon Murphy
County Executive Director, Acting
Kankakee FSA County Office

Kankakee County Farm Bureau Report

When I wrote my recap of 2019 for this report last
year, we couldn’t wait to put 2019 behind us. The
unusually difficult growing season experienced in
2019 left many farm fields unplanted for the first time
anybody could remember. With the hardships those in
agriculture experienced, it seemed like 2020 couldn't
arrive fast enough. Who knew 2020 would be even
more unusual — not because of an adverse growing
season, but due to a global pandemic which has altered
everyone’s way of life. While the disruptions in
agriculture caused by COVID-19 were especially felt
in the food supply chain, farmers in Kankakee County
were mostly able to continue their work with minimal
inconveniences.

The 2020 growing season was much better than 2019.
There were fields in Kankakee County that needed to
be replanted this spring, but compared to 2019, the
replanting was minimal. The weather was nearly ideal
for corn and soybean growing until August when any
measurable precipitation all but ended. The
outstanding yield potential seen in July withered due
to the dry weather that continued through most of
harvest. The dry weather allowed the 2020 harvest to
move along quickly with hardly any interruptions from
Mother Nature. Being as dry as it was in September
and October, the corn and soybean yields in our area
ended up below average.

Fortunately, starting in October corn and soybean
prices improved. This was primarily caused by
overseas purchasing of our grain (mainly from China)
and decreased yield expectations due to the dry end of
our crop year. The prospect of a dry growing season in
South America also helped to raise global crop prices.
The elevated markets along with assistance from the
federal government turned things around for
profitability on the farm in 2020. Where 2019’s saving
grace was a later frost, 2020’s saving grace was the
improved prices in the fall.

The Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation
District continues to excel in education and outreach
as well as supporting implementation of
environmentally friendly practices in agriculture.
lllinois Farm Bureau also has made it an
organizational priority to be engaged in environmental
issues. Since 2016, IFB has committed nearly $2
million of its own funding to build and maintain its
stewardship programs, making meaningful
contributions towards water quality improvements in

Illinois. In 2021, the Farm Bureau will continue
promoting best practices in agriculture and continue
establishing its role in discussions on environmental
solutions.

After our election cycle, there are opportunities to
build relationships with newly elected officials. Those
relationships will be especially important as there are
several key legislative issues on the radar for 2021.
One of the most important issues for the Farm Bureau
is protecting the state sales tax exemptions on
agricultural inputs. The sales tax incentives for
agriculture were originally enacted to prevent double
taxation. The intent of the Illinois sales tax is to tax the
final retail sale of goods produced, not the inputs used
to create a final product. Taxing agricultural inputs
would put Illinois farmers at a distinct disadvantage
with farmers in neighboring state as all of Illinois’
neighboring states, and most states across the nation,
provide sales tax incentives for production agriculture.
Unlike other businesses and retailers who can pass the
increased cost of sales taxes onto final purchasers,
farmers must absorb these additional costs because the
market sets the price of their agriculture commodities.
Maintaining sales tax incentives for agricultural inputs
is critical for Illinois’ farmers bottom lines.

Organized in 1912, the Kankakee County Farm
Bureau has a rich heritage of working on behalf of
agriculture and our farming community. Out County
Farm Bureau is governed by 17 local farmers and we
pride ourselves as being accessible and responsive to
comments and suggestions from our members. We
have a great deal of work ahead of us in 2021 in
protecting our agriculture industry, private property
rights, our rural communities, and our natural
resources. Please let us know if we can improve our
service to you and your farm family. We appreciate
your membership support.

Chad Miller, Manager
Kankakee County Farm Bureau
(815) 932-7471
kankfb@sbcglobal.net

CHEBANSE AG, INC.
PRAIRIE CREEK GRAIN CO, INC.

Grain—Fertilizer—LP
Ph. (815) 697-2392 or 933-1474 Chebanse, IL
(815) 428-7367  Papineau, IL




Annual Financial Report FY2020 Cover Crop Champions

Last year, the Kankakee County SWCD received a grant from the National Wildlife Federation’s
Cover Crop Champions program to educate local ag retailers and farmers on the benefits of cover crops
and conservation practices. Through this program, our District received training from the NWF team,
hosted two field day events, and launched a soil health video series!

The first field day, geared towards ag retailers, featured discussions on cover crops and herbicide
management. Dr. Pete Fandel of Illinois Central College presented on cover crop termination and
chemical effects, highlighting his extensive research on herbicide carryover. Jim Isermann of the Soil
Health Partnership discussed cover crop management. A local farmer panel offered insight and shared
their experiences using cover crops.

At the second field day, we welcomed farmers from around the county for a discussion on cover crops
and an aerial seeding demonstration at Benoit Aerial Spraying, Inc. Doug Hanson of ProHarvest Seeds
gave a fantastic talk on cover crop species selection and management. Jim Isermann discussed the
benefits of cover crops on reducing erosion and increasing infiltration. To end the event, participants
enjoyed a delicious Jimmy Jo’s BBQ lunch and watched an exciting aerial seeding demonstration by
Benoit Aerial Spraying, Inc.

Thank you to all who helped make our events a success! If you're interested in watching our first soil
health video, visit www.kankakeecountyswcd.org/video.

73rd Annual Meeting Minutes

® Local farmers (L to R) Tony Horn, Cory Johnson, Dennis Jim Isermann, Soil Health Partnership, discusses a 10-way
The seventy-third Annual Meeting of the Kankakee County Soil & Water Conservation District was held on Monday, Behrends, Chad Hansen, and Jeff O’Connor answer questions ProHarvest cover crop mix planted on O’Connor’s farm.
February 10, 2020 at the Kankakee County Soil & Water Conservation District office in Bourbonnais with 9 people about cover crop management.

present.

Chairman Jeff O’Connor opened the business portion of the Annual Meeting at 7:37am. Board members and staff present:
Directors Jeff O’Connor, Larry Kirchner, Alan Wissmiller, Jim Frogge, and Dave Peters, Associate Director Ed Brown,
Resource Conservationist Emilie Janes, and Conservation Assistants Crystal Sauder and Dakota Behrends.

The agenda was presented; a motion to approve the agenda as presented was made by Jeff O’Connor and seconded by
Alan Wissmiller. Motion Passed. Emilie Janes reported that the minutes of the 72nd Annual Meeting were published in the
Annual Report. A motion was made by Larry Kirchner to approve the report as printed; it was seconded by Jim Frogge.
Motion Passed. Emilie Janes reported that the financial statement was published in the Annual Report. A motion was
made by Alan Wissmiller to approve the report as printed; it was seconded by Larry Kirchner. Motion passed. Jeff
O’Connor reported for the nominating committee and presented the names of Alan Wissmiller of Limestone Township,
Dave Peters of Manteno Township, and Larry Kirchner of Salina Township in the nomination of 2-year terms each. He
then asked for nominations from the floor and when none were received, he moved to accept the nominated candidates as
duly elected. It was seconded by Jim Frogge. Motion passed.

A 'motion was made by Dave Peters and seconded by Larry Kirchner to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed. Meeting Dave Kurtz, Benoit Aerial Seeding, fills the plane with an oat-  Farmers watch the cover crop aerial seeding demonstration by
adjourned at 7:40 am. radish cover crop blend. Benoit Aerial Seeding, Inc.




o The Hawkins Park Project . 0 Conservation Kits: Equipment for Educators

Kankakee County SWCD is offering a limited number of equipment bundles to educators in the
county. All educators teaching at public schools, private schools, or for homeschool co-ops are
encouraged to apply for one of the following Conservation Kits of their choice:

Soil Health Kit, Water Quality Kit, Native Plants & Herbarium Kit, Insect Collection Kit, or
Nature Journaling & Illustration Kit

Through a partnership with the Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(AISWCD) and Limestone Township Park District, the Kankakee County SWCD was awarded a
grant from the Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation! This grant allowed us to increase native
plants and habitat at Hawkins Park in Kankakee, IL. Through increasing the abundance and variety of
native plants at Hawkins Park, we can provide beneficial habitat to pollinators and other wildlife; as
well as beautifying the park.

Each kit includes classroom and field equipment to help engage students in local conservation issues.
In addition to the Conservation Kit, the teachers will receive hands-on training and additional
In January 2020, Limestone Park District expanded the prairie habitat on the north end of the park. 13 resources for utilizing equipment. District staff will visit the classroom during the 2021-2022 school

new native wildflower species were introduced in this expansion! In June and October of 2020, 126 year for a fun activity catered to the teacher’s kit and curriculum—COVID restrictions permitting.

native trees and shrubs were planted around the park perimeter. 9 different tree and shrub species Conservatip n Kits allow for hands-on, engaging activities to help students make important conne-c-tions
. . . . 1y . to the environment around them. The educator can also choose to “opt outdoors” for an additional
were specially selected to provide resources for insects, birds, wildlife, and pollinators.

hands-on workshop outside the classroom!

District staff conducted bi-weekly pollinator surveys during the months of May through October For kit contents and application information, please email Crystal at Crystal.Sauder@il.nacdnet.net or
2020. The surveys recorded pollinator abundance in the prairie habitat versus the adjacent grass visit our website at www.kankakeecountyswed.org/conservation-kits

habitat. It was hypothesized that there will be a greater abundance of pollinators, and insects in
general, in the prairie habitat over the grass habitat. At the end of the surveys, there were almost two
times the number of insects collected in the prairie habitat versus the grass habitat. The results show
how important prairie habitats are to native pollinators, providing them with the resources they need
to survive.

Applications will be due on Friday, May 7, 2021.

If you are interested in learning more about the Hawkins Park Project, visit our website at

www.kanakeecountyswcd.org/projects! Take a trip out to Hawkins Park and see all the changes made
in 2020!

Native Plant Herbarium Kit Insect Collection Kit

Wepprecht Drainage, Inc.

Famm Drainage — Backhoe
2620 N_ 12250 W. Rd

Bonfield. IL 60913
(815) 426-6479
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Calendar of Events

Feb 19

Mar 11
Mar 19
Mar 31
Apr 2
Apr 7
Apr9
Apr 16

Apr 22
May 5
June 5

For updated information about Board Meeting times, please visit our website.

“Farming for the Future: A Forum Exploring Ecosystem Markets” webinar by Illinois

Sustainable Ag Partnership @ 11:30am. Register on our website.
Spring Pond Management Webinar @ 6pm

Spring Pond Stocking grass carp order and permit deadline
Spring Pond Stocking order deadline

Native Plant order deadline

Tree & Shrub order deadline

Native Plant Sale order deadline

Pond Stocking order pick-up 11am @ office
Tree & Shrub order pick-up 8am - 3:30pm @ office

Earth Day!
Conservation Kit Equipment applications due

Native Plant Sale pick-up, Saturday, 9am-1pm @ office

Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture Resources (S.T.A.R.) is a free nationwide tool to assist farm operators and land
owners in evaluating their nutrient and soil loss management practices on individual fields. Ultimately, this
program will help reduce the nutrient and soil losses from farmland while engaging key stakeholders from all
corners of the agriculture sector - retail, commodity, agency, and farmers. The practices encouraged by S.T.A.R.
will also result in improved soil health.

@ Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture Resources

S.T.A.R. was created by the Champaign County Soil and Water Conservation District. The program was
developed in 2017 as a means to contribute to the important goals outlined in the state's Nutrient Loss Reduction
Strategy (NLRS), a plan developed jointly by the Illinois Department of Agriculture and Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency. Since its creation, S.T.A.R. has been adopted in many counties in Illinois, and neighboring
states, by a multitude of organizations, including the Kankakee County Soil & Water Conservation District.

The initiative utilizes a simple field form that requests information from a farmer or non-operator landowner
concerning individual fields for a given crop year. The S.T.A.R. evaluation program assigns points for each
cropping, tillage, nutrient application, and soil conservation activity on individual fields in addition to other
“best management practices” as established by the United States Department of Agriculture's Natural Resource
Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS). S.T.A.R. relies on the expertise of a science committee, made up of
university researchers and other experts. Once the field form is completed by a participant, the information is
scored using a system that assigns points to the different practices used on that field. Based on the point system,
a field is given a “S.T.A.R. Rating” of one to five stars.

The benefits to participating landowners and farm operators are numerous, and include;

e Decreased nutrient loss

e Promote producers for new farmland leases

e Assist producers in securing local conservation cost-share

e Assist producers in obtaining future market incentives for crops grown using conservation cropping
practices.

Assist producers in obtaining documentation in support of water quality issues

e Support the work of soil and water conservation districts across the nation
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To fill out a S.T.A.R. field form
& rate your fields, or learn more
about the program, visit our
website:

kankakeecountyswcd.org/star




2021 SALES

POND STOCKING orders due March 31st — fish pickup April 16th

TREE & SHRUB orders due April 7th — tree pickup April 16th
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NATIVE PLANT SALE orders due April 9th—plant pickup June 5th

Visit kankakeecountyswecd.org/sales for order
forms and sale information:
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Board of Directors & Staff

Jeff O’Connor Jim Frogge Alan Wissmiller
Chairman Vice Chairman Secretary
Larry Kirchner Ed Brown Emilie Watkins
Treasurer Director Resource

Conservationist

Crystal Sauder Linda Settle John Settle
Educational Administrative Associate Director
Coordinator Coordinator

Our Mission at the Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation District is to

provide leadership and coordinate programs focusing technical, financial and
educational assistance to help the landowner and the public protect, preserve and

enhance our natural resources.




