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1 Actaea pachypoda
White baneberry/ DollOsyes
Collectin Sept Ivory white
berries,eachwith ablackdot,
Iargecompoundleaves

5 Amorphacanescens
Lead plant
Collectmid-Aug *Oct.
Removehulls whencleaning,
eachpodcontainsl roundseed

|za Redlinski
9 Ascleplasncarnata
Swarmp milkweed
CollectSept +Oct.Waitto
collectuntil podshecome
brown.Do not burn the fluff to
clean theseed.
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2 AI|sma subcordatum

& R P P R §erdlantain
Collect Sept +Oct.
Conspicuous seed in small
balls at the end of a peduncle.
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|1za Redlinski

6  Andropogon gerardii

Big bluestem
Collect Oct. — Nov.
Don’t introduce too much
seed into early restoration.

Susan Kirt
Asclepiassytiaca
Common milkweed
CollectSepW+Oct. Large
podswith spikes.If podsdo
not havespikesand plantis
shorterthen itis A. sulivantii.

10

+VMJBOB 11IJMJQQ

3 Allium cernuum
Nodding onion

Collect Sept. +Oct. Black &

round seed when ripe. Capsules

straw colored before dispersal.

Susan Kirt
7  Anenonecylindrica
Thimbleweed
Collectmid-Aug *Oct
Seedgeadyto harvestf
pedunclebrown. Leaves
w/ 3 distinctlobes

11 Ascleplasuberosa
Butterfly weed
CollectSep-mid Oct. Look for
hirsutepodand stem.Seed
readywhenpodandseedare
brown.Usually few pods/plant
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4 Allium tricoccum

Wild leek
Collect in Oct , in mesic
woods. Seed is round, black
and shiny.

Arlsaema rUphyIIum o

Jack-in-the-pulpit
Collectmid-Au J +Sept.
Cleanseedwithin few daysof
collectionwhile pulpis still
soft

Iza Redlinski
Baptisiaspp
Wild indigo
Collectmid-Aug *Sept
Removeseedirom podsto
preventweevis from foraging.
Scarifyseed.
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13 ou{elouacurtipendula
Side-oats grama

Collect mid-Sept. £Nov.
Knee-high grass with the seeds
placed to one side. Dry prairies.

17 Ceanothus americanus
New Jersey tea

Collect Mid Sept.— Oct.
Seeds eject from capsules — bag

seed heads. Scarify w/ hot water.

21 Coreopsis tripteris
Tall coreopsis

Collect mid-Sept — Nov.

Pick entire dried flower head.

Plant 3-8’ tall, 3-lobed leaves.
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28 Red|ipski
Camassisscilloides
Wild hyacinth
Collect mid-June to July.
Careful while picking place
entire seed head in bag.

S Iza Redlinski
15 Campanu&strum americarum

7 D Bxliflower
Collect mid-Sept #Oct
Look for 5 sepals surrounding the
seedpod. Place in bag to dry out.

Iza Redlinski . -

19 Cmnaarundlnacea
Common wood reed

Collect mid-Oct. — Nov.

When ready the panicle is

brown, seed comes off easily.

18 Cephalanthusccidentalis
Buttonbush
Collect Sept. — Oct.

23 Daleapurpurea
$PHULFDQ KDJHOQXW |B3XBKWOW SUDLULH FORYHWFN WUHIRLO

22 Corylus americana

Collectearly Sept. 2Nov.
Scarifyseedslf leaflets>
2mm widethen D. candida

CollectearlySept ©ct
Sowfresh
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16 Cauophyllumthalictroides
Blue coshosh
Collect mid-Aug — early Nov.
Keep seed UH UL Jurtll D W H C

sown.

|za Redlinski
20 Coreopsis palmat
Prairie coreopsis
Collectearly Sept £tNov.
Look for distinctive 3-lobed
leaves plant upto 25 ft tall.

|za Redlinski

24  Desmodiumpp.

Collect Sept tNov
Pick entireloments ID spedes
based onothercharacteristics
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25 Echinacea purpurea 26  Elymuscanadens 27  Elymusvirginicus 28 Eryngium yuccifolium
Purple coneflower Canadawild rye Virginia wild rye Rattlesnake master
Collectmid-Sept +Nov. Collectmid-Sept. — Nov. Collectmid-Sept- Oct.Stems  Collectlate Aug *Nov.
Greatin early restorationsDo  erect,foundin more moist Roughseedhead,look for

Weargloveswhile collecting
or cut off seedchead notconfusewith giantfoxtail.  habitats.Goodin early restoration yuccalike leaves, cut seebead.
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2a'Redlinski A -
Gentiana alba
Cream/yellowish gentian

Susan:

31 Fragariavirginiana
Wild strawberry

S
Joe Pye weeds

29 Euphorbiacorol/ata
Flowering spurge

Collectearly Sept (fruit Collectmid Sept. +Oct Check CollectJuneearly Juy Collectmid-Sept +Oct.
explodes)ime-green foliated  numberwhorledleaves& stem Fruitis redwhenripe. Often Flowerslessclosedthan bottle
stak with umbetlike 3 hairinessfor specis ID overlooked speciesn prairies ~ gentian morethanprairie
chambeiseedhead gentian

.‘;s’ki Iza Redlinski Iza Redlinski Susan Kirt
33 Geranium maculatum 34 Heleniumautumnale 35 Hystrix patula 36 Juncustorreyi
Wild geranium Sneezeweed %RWWOHEUXVK JUDVV7RUUH\-V UXVK
Collectmid to late June &ROOHRWIRHSW CollectAug #Oct. Collect P LA&ug +Oct.
Seedsxplodebcollectwhen *OREH OLNH VHHG K HInGiMalablé/dfassf savannas LQAKGH JORERORLG

brown and storein closel bag or IDGLQJ SHWDOV XQG K& WepHldnié KColledby running Z ORQJ SRLQW\ FDSVXC
net flower afterfertilized. GHOLFDWH ZLQJV R Q ysunirgersuptheculm.
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Round-heada bush clover
& R O Aug BEMid-SepW
Pick entirehead ,beansanbe
shaken oubf ripe seedhead

Redlinskil
41 Lithospermuntanescens
Hoary puccoon
Collectmid-to late July. Seed
white, marblelike, rolls off
easily.

STICET N

45  Pancum virgatum
Switchgrass
CollectSept +Oct
Canbeaggressiveplant
minimally in arestoration.

Susan Kirt

38 Liatris aspera
Rough blazing star
CollectOct tNoY

Pick whenpappuss fluffy

f Susan Kirt
39 Liatris spicata
Marsh blazing star
Collectlate Sept — mid Oct.
L. pycnostachy#ooks very

-
o
/ e

Lobeliacardinalis
Cardinal flower
CollectOc WANO Y
Not all podsdevebp at once

43 Ludwigiaalternifolia
Seedbox
Collectendof Au J Sep

Iza Redlinski
47 Penstemonligitalis
Foxglove beardtongue
CollectOct +Nov
Caosule needso becrushedo
release seedanuserolling pin.

I \J\./  'zaRediinski

46 Parthenium integrifolium
Wild quinine

CollectAug *Nov.

Check forseedsharvestentire

seedhead,producedittle seed
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an Kirt

40 Linderabenzoin
Spicebush
Collectlate Summer
Soakin waterfor 24 hours
and EURZQLVK DW E Rsimiarrercepiv/ reflexed bracts andcold stratify for 120days

i | I
44  Monardafistulosa
Wild bergamot
Collectearly Sept — Nov.
Pick entireheadwhenbrown.

Iza Redlins'y!

48 Physostegiairginiana
Obedient plant

Collectmid-late SepW

Cut seedhead placeupside

down in paperbag



Chicago Region, lllinois, USA
Seed Heads of Common Native Plants of the Tallgrass Prairie 3FHJP O

*[B C F3/MMEB/ J OBE [Eidld Museum
Photosby: Susa Kirt and I1za Redlinski Producedby: IzaRedlinski +VMJBOB 11JMJQQ
© Keller Science Actioi€enter, FieldMuseum

A..V'r. t
P

[fieldguides.fieldmuseum.org] <

> version 102017

EN

Susan Kirt

v Susan Kirt

49 Polygonatunbliforum var.  50Pycnantlmum virginianum
commutatum

Solomon’s seal

7 Susan Kirt
51 Ratibidapinnata 52  Rhuscopallinum

Common mountain mint <HOORZ FRQHIORZHU Winged sumac

CollectearlySept searlyNov.  Collectmid-Au J +Nov. Collectearlyto mid — Nov.
CollectSep. —Nov. Readyseed $ brown with Seedhead crumblesin fingers ~ Spreacbeforeit driesout
If possibledo notlet berries dry grayis hue. when readypick entire head completely.

|za Redlinski

55  Ruelliahumilis
Prairie petunia

53 Rosablanda

Pasture rose
Collectmid Sept.+Oct
Scarifyseedwith sandpaper, O0XOWLSOH VHHGK HOolewt sédd RiRn capsteB@IN  Collectthefluff from the
might needdoubledormancy

. e ‘ N
54 Rudbeckia subtomentosa
Sweet black-eyed susan

Little bluestem
&ROOHEMS WD W H F WCollect mid-Aug #Nov. Collectmid-Sept. +Nov.

56 Schizachyrium scoparium

ZKLOH 5 KHDW® IV W Dg@dd but seed inside brown. grass

Z % M' % Ry
S Ty vaien % \izaRedlinski

W, Tadd - / % Susan Kirt
57 Scirpusatrovirens

7 I1za Redlinski PR A% ¥ & 3
Scirpuscyperinus 59 Silphium integrifolium Silphium laciniatum
Dark green rush Woolgrass Rosinweed Compass plant
CollectearlyAug +Sept &ROOHFW PLG WR ClruwySeps208t. Collectmid-Aug BNov
Producesalot of tiny seed. 6 SHFLHEVHFDXJ U H V \WoNeEtentireseedhead Collectentireseedhead.
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61 Silphium terebinthinaceum
Prairie dock
Collect in Sept. Look at leaf
to identify species.

65  Sorghastrum nutans
Indian grass
Collect late Oct *Nov.
Seed strips easily with fingers,
avoid using a lot in restoration.

: Rediinski A
69 Tradescantia ohiensis
Common Ohio spiderwort
Collect June — Sep.
Has long bracts, collect when 2/3
of seeds are yellow or brown.

References: North Branch Restoration Project Seed Book from EPA Greenacres

© Keller Science Action Center, Field Museum
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6 Smilacina racemosa 63 Smilax VSS
JHDWKHU\ IDOVH 6RO RPRQHY YWD O

Collect Sep +Oct. CollectSept. +Oct. Black &
Conspicuous seed in small balls

e BING
Spartina pectinata
Prairie cordgrass

67 Sporobolus heterolepis

Northern prairie dropseed
Collect mid-Oct £Nov. Collect mid-Sep WAOct.
Recognizable by very long Each floret produces 1 shiny,
blades, golden yellow once ready. round seed.

za Redlinski Susan Kirt
70 Verbesina alternifolia 71 Vernonia VS S
Wingstem Ironweed

Collect Sept — Nov.
Wings on the stem but unlike
sneezeweed, seed is flat.

Collect mid-Sept-Nov.
Use other characteristics to
distinguish among species.
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64 Oligoneur R rigidum
Stiff goldenrod

Collect in Oct when pappus

roundseedwhenripe L Q V LUGXH tWns fluffy.

4 Iza Redlinski
68 Thalictrum dasycarpum
Purple meadow rue

CollectAug #Sept.

|za Redlinski

72 Zizia aurea

Golden Alexanders
Collect AuJ #Nov.
Seed easily comes off the umbel,
remove entire seed head.
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Williams, Dave. 2016. The Prairie in Seed Identifying Seed-Bearing Prairie Plants in the Upper Midwest. University of Iowa Press; DuPage

County Forest Preserves Seed Collectors Database; : LOKH O P
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https://archive.epa.gov/greenacres/web/html/index-3.html
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